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SUMMARY FOR TOTAL UNITED STATES AND THE SERVICE COMMANDS . : 


CURRENT WEEK’S MORBIDITY AND HOSPITALIZATION DATA FOR INDIVIDUAL STATIONS 
(OTHER THAN GENERAL HOSPITALS) HAVING A STRENGTH OF 5000 OR OVER . 
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CURRENT WEEK’S DATA FOR GENERAL HOSPITALS Dieaee. 
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ADMISSION RATES TO HOSPITAL AND TO QUARTERS 


Form 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. 


Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation 
‘at the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY .DATA 


Admissions are reported only for cases hospitalized or confined to 
quarters and excused from duty for 24 hours or more, except for certain 
cases carded for record only (chiefly venereal disease cases which are 
treated on a duty status, and deaths which occurred before being "admitted" 
to hospital or quarters). Admissions designated ‘as "injury" comprise all 
traumatisms (i.e., morbid conditions due to external causes, including 
poisons taken internally, results of exposure to-heat, cold and light, and 
reactions to medications). Bearing in mind that under present conditions 
there would not be any direct admissions in the continental United States 
properly classifiable as battle casualties, all other cases are classified 
as "disease." 


are shown for all causes combined, for all diseases 
combined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases. These rates are 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding 
rates in annual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indi- 
cate the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur 
over a year's time if the current week's experience continued for a year. 


The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi- 
cable and certain other diseases of special interest. Appended is a. list of 
cases reported for the rarer communicable and certain other aiseases. 


The number of patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week 
per thousand strength as given in this report furnishes an approximation 
to the current non-effective rate. The mean number of non-effectives per 
thousand strength is given in the summary table for the total United States 
and for each of the Service Commands. 


MORTALITY DATA. 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on Forms 86ab is 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The resulting 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as 25 per- 
cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease is not 
materially understated. Therefore in computing mortality rates from injury 
and from all causes on the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as 
shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment for the underreporting of 
such deaths must be made. 


‘A WITH R. 


Included in the report is a table listing the stations (having strength 
of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates from all causes, from all 


WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here’are taken from the Statistical Health Reports, | 


diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. Not 
infrequently, the excessively high rates of admission for all causes and for 
all diseases combined reported from reception centers reflect a large number 
of venereal disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more signi- 
ficant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for disease 
excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are 
also shown in the table. 


HOSPITALIZATION DATA 


Current hospitalization conditions are presented in terms of bed capa- 
city (normal and total), total. beds occupied and beds "available vacant." 


Unless otherwise specified, normal bed capacity in this report is de- 
fined in Par. 36b (1) and (2) of AR40-1080, 10 December 1943, and Par. 14 WD 
Circular 43, 1 February 1944. This includes the T/0 capacity of non-fixed 
hospitals but excludes convalescent facilities. Total beds jgclude expansion 
beds in addition to normal beds. Beds in dispensaries, convalescent facil- 
ities, venereal disease facilities, and college or university training units 
are not included in the tabulations for individual stations. 


The number of beds "available vacant" is defined as 80% of the total 
capacity less the corresponding beds occupied. The number of beds "available 
vacant" for each Service Command is the total beds "available vacant" for only 
those stations inwhich 80%o0f the total bed capacity exceeds the beds occupied. 


In the case of general hospitals there are shown, in addition, the num- 
ber of Army patients admitted and disposed of during the week (by death, 
return to duty, transfer, or otherwise), the number of such patients remain- 
ing in hospital (including convalescent facilities, if any) at the end of the 
week, and corresponding data for battle casualties. The bed capacity and beds 


_occupiedir ‘convalescent facilities are also indicated. The patients "other- 


wise" aisposead of represent for the most part discharges on account of dis- 
abilivy. In the case of Army vattle casualties, all of which are currently 
admitted to general hospitals in this country as transfers, there is shown 
for each hospital the net number transferred during theweek; i.e., admissions 
by transfer less dispositions by transfer. The total for the country as 4 
whole represents the number of battle casualties evacuated to the United 
States from overseas theaters. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 


In reading the detail tables, it should be borne in mind that admission 
rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the 
symbol (7?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or 
fewer cases. 


Where the current week's data for a particular station has not been 
received, the latest available figures are substituted therefor and the 
symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. 


Because troops in transit.and certaan small detachments are not required 
to submit Reports, as well ag for’Gther reasons, the ¢eval strength of the re- 
porting units as shown on this report has beenconsistently about four percent 
under the actual strength of ‘the Army in the Continental United States. 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 
CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 


Ril Causes: Disease and Injury: ; 
As indicated in the chart on page 3, the admission rates from all causes and from all diseases combined in- 


‘| creased fractionally for the week ending 23 June 19); the admission rate from all causes was reported at 566 per 
thousand for the current week and the admission rate from disease at 88 per thousand. The latter rate is about, 
l percent higher than the corresponding rate registered during the previous week and about 2 percent higher than 
that for the week ending 9 June, which was the lowest recorded in 19) and also below the lowest rate reported 
during 1942 and 1943. As compared with the corresponding week of 193, current morbidity from all causes and 
from disease is about 20 percent lower. 

Morbidity from injury was reported at 78 per thousand, the highest rate recorded since he week Oe 
20 November 193. 


Respiratory Causes: 
Vorbhity from colds, influenza, etc. decreased for the eighteenth consecutive week being currently reported 


at 76 per thousand or ) percent below the rate for the preceding week and more than ],0 percent under the rate for 
the corresponding week of 19,3. The current week's admission rate from this cause is not only the lowest reported 
for the current year but also well below the lowest rates registered during 192 and 193. ‘The admission rate 
from pneumonia increased fractionally, being at a rate of 8 per thousand for the current week which is about 40 
percent below the rate for the corresponding week of 193. 


Common Communicable Diseases: — 

Morbidity from venereal disease: (excluding cases contracted prior to entry into active service) increased 
to 34 per thousand which is the highest rate experienced since the early part of 1942. The admission rate for 
diarrhea and dysentery increased seasonally to 12 per thousand, the highest level attained since the week ending 
December 19))3. 

The number of new cases of measles, mumps, and scarlet fever all declined during the current week. The 
number of new cases of measles and scarlet fever were by far the lowest recorded for any week this year, while the 
number of new cases of mumps was the lowest since the week ending 7 January. The number of new cases of menin- 
gitis remained about the same as in the previous week which was the lowest level reported so far this year. The 
number of new cases of rheumatic fever decreased by about 20 percent and was the lowest recorded for any week 
since 7 January 19). 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND . 
Causes: sease and In, ord 


ges in mor y disease were ae relatively small magnitude in most Service Commands. However, the 
Military District of Seabincton showed a sizeable increase and as a result reported the highest admission at F for 
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disease (556 per thousand); the lowest admission rate from disease was experienced in the First Service Command 
2 per thousand). ! oe 

ses The Fourth and Eighth Service Commands registered sharp increases in the admission rate from injury, the 

rates for the current week being 9}; and 84 per thousand respectively. The increase in the Fourth Service 

Command was almost entirely accounted for by increased admissions at Camp Forrest, Tenn. and Camp Blanding, Fla., 

whereas in the Eighth Service Command the increase was the result of higher admissions at a number of stations. 


Respiratory Causes: 

Most of the Service Commands reported substantially the same admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. A 
sharp increase in morbidity from this cause occurred in the Second Service Command (principally because of in- 
creased admissions at Camp Kilmer, N.J.) so that this Command reported the highest admission rate (117 per 
thousand). On the other hand, significant decreases in morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. occurred in the 
Third and Seventh Service Commands. As a result, for the first time in several weeks the Seventh Service was no 
longer the one with the highest morbidity from this cause. With the exception of the Second Service Command, none 


showed an admission rate for this cause in excess of 90 per thousand; the lowest rate (60 per thousand) was 
reported by the Fourth Service Command. 


Common Communicable Diseases: 
Morbidity from venereal diseases, excluding EPTS cases, remained relatively high in the Second and Fifth 
Service Commands (at about 50 per thousand), whereas the First Service Command, which had reported a rate of about 
this magnitude during the previous week, showed a sizeable decrease during the current week. The Second Service 
Command experiences relatively high morbidity from this cause because of the incidence among task force troops 
not under its jurisdiction. | 

The Fourth Service Command reported appreciably higher morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery (principally 


because of an outbreak at Camp Blanding, Fla.) and with a rate of 2); per thousand (double that for the country 
as a whole) had by far the highest morbidity from this cause. 


a ai rate remained at the level of 35.9 per thousand at which it had been during the previous 
two weeks. This is close to the lowest rate reached so far this year (35.6 per thousand for the week ending 

5 May). Despite lower morbidity which results in less non-effectiveness, the rate tends to remain relatively 
high because of the steady movement of evacuees from abroad. More than 10 percent and possibly 15 percent of 
the current non-effective rate arises from cases transferred to this country from overseas theaters. 
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PATIENTS REMAINING UNDER TREATMENT: 

The total number of Army patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week remained at 35 per thousand 
strength. The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining as of 23 June 1944 was reported at 16,758 or about 450 
more than for the previous week and the highest number recorded since 10 March 1944. The number of malaria cases 
under treatment has increased steadily in recent weeks from a low of 1,748 on 14 April to 2,200 on 23 June 1944, 
the highest level attained so far this year; only 37 of these cases presumably were acquired in the United States.| 
The number of tuberculosis cases remaining under treatment was reported at 1,127. The number of battle casualty 
patients remaining as of 23 June was 6,916 which is the highest figure reported so far. 


CURRENT HOSPITAL CONDITIONS: 

The total bed capacity as of 23 June 1944 was reported at about 367,800 or slightly higher than as of the end 
of the previous week. The number of beds occupied was 138,500 or about the same as for the previous week, while 
the number of “available vacant" beds was 156,000. Total beds occupied represented 38 percent of total bed capa- 
city. There were 7 stations with bed capacity of about 6,000 having no “available vacant" beds; two General 
Hospitals with a bed capacity of about 4,000 included among then. . 

The number of normal beds remained at about 280,000 or 76 percent of the total bed capacity. Included in the 
normal bed capacity were 315 T/O hospital beds and tentage, while the total bed capacity included 332 such beds, 
of which 8 were occupied. 


The total bed capacity of General Hospitals was reported at about 110,000 (the highest figure so far 
attained); about 49,000 of these beds (or 45 percent) were occupied. The “available vacant" beds at General Hos- 
pitals numbered 40,000. Normal beds at General Hospitals have been maintained at a level of about 85,000 since 


- | the beginning of the year. 


The total bed capacity of Station Hospitals (including the relatively small number of T/O hospital beds and 
tentage mentioned above) was 258,000. Normal beds in these hospitals remained at about 195,000. Total beds oc- 
cupied as of 23 June 1944 numbered 90,000 (or 35 percent of the corresponding total bed capacity) which is the 
lowest level reported during 1943 and 1944 to date. Station Hospitals had 116,000 "available vacant" beds as of. 
23 June 1944- 


The letters (RH) appear after the names of stations which have been designated as AAF or ASF regional hos- 
pitals in accordance with Section II, WD Circular No. 228, cs. 


As of 23 June 1944 the bed capacity of convalescent facilities in General Hospitals numbered 14,546 beds of | 
which 4,438 beds (or 31 percent) were occupied. 
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LIST OF CASES OF DISEASES WHICH ARE OF SPECIAL INTEREST 


VOLUME IZ REPORT NO. _29 


WEEK ENDING__23 June 4 


ENINGITIS (OTHER FORMS) ()) 


1-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 
2-Romulus, AAF., Mich. 
1-McCaw, C.H., Wash. 


LISTING LIMITED TO 
STATIONS REPORTING 
__10 OR MORE CASES _ 


DIPHTHERIA (6) 


FILARIASIS 5 


1-Shanks, Cp., N.Y. 
1-New Cumberland, Pa. 
1-Butner, Cp., N.C. 
1-Murphy, Cp., Fla. 
1-Ellis, Cp., Ill. 


UNDULANT FEVER (3) INFECTIOUS HEPATITIS (39) 


1-Ritchie, Cp., Md. 
1-Bruns, G.H., N. Mex. 
1-Cooke, Cp., Calif. 
1-Lawton, Ft., Wash. 
1-Letterman, G.H., Calif. 
1-Mt. Home, Idaho 


1-Greensboro, AAF., N.C. 
1-Rucker, Cp., Ala. 
1-Douglas, Ft., Utah 


3-Boston, PoE., Mass. 
1-Kilmer, Cp., N.Jd. 
1-Shanks, Cp., N.Y. 
1-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 
l-Lee, Cp., Va. 
1-Pickett, Cp., Va. 
1-Richmond, AAB., Va. 
1-Story, Ft., Va. 
1-Blanding, Cp., Fla. 
1-Butner, Cp., N.C. 
1-Jackson, Ft., S.C. 
1-Keesler Fld., Miss. 
2-MacDill Fld., Fla. 
1-McCain, Cp., Miss. 
3-McClellan, Ft., Ala. 
1-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 

+ 1-Breckinridge, Cpe, Ky. 
1-Enox, Ft., Ky. 
3-Carson, Cp., Colo. 
1-Lowry.Fld., Colo. 
1-Pratt, AAF, Kans. 
1-Alexandria, AAF., La. 
2-Claiborne, Cp., La. 
1-Ellington Fld., Tex. 
1-Kelly Fld., Tex. 
3-New Orleans, PoE., La. 
1-San Marcos, AAR, Tex. 
1-Sill, Ft., Okla. 
1-Ord, Ft., Calif. 


STREPTOCOCCAL SORE THROAT 


17-Atterbury, Cp., Ind. 
30-Breckinridge, Cp., Ky. 
21-Huachuca, Ft., Ariz. 
18-Roherts, Cp., Calif. 


TYPHUS FEVER ()) 


KERATOCONJUNCTIVITIS (1) ANKYLOSTOMIASIS (7) 
RD _ 


GERMAN MEASLES 


1-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 
l-Lake Charles, La. 


1-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 
1-Drew Fld., Fla. 
l-Waycross, AAR, Ga. 
l-Laredo, AAF., Tex. 


1-Blandin;, Cp., Fla. 3-Foster, G.H., Miss. 
3-Bowie, Cp., Tex. 


1-Brooke, G.H., Tex. 


10-Jos. T. Robinson, Cp,irk. 


COCCIDIOIDOMYCOSIS (13) 


PARATYPHOID FEVER (2) DENGUE FEVER (1) TULAREMIA ()) 
i-Miami Beech Redist. St., Flay 1-Waycross, AAF., Ga. 
i-Lake Charles, La. 
1-Sill, Ft., Okla. 
1-Ord. Ft., Calif. 


BACTERIAL FOOD POISONING 


1-Carson, Cp., Colo. 
1-Pyote, AAF., Tex. 
1-Kingman, AAF., Ariz. 
1-Lemoore, AAF., Calif. 
i-Marana, AAF., Ariz. 
l-Minter Fld., Calif. 
h-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
1-Santa Ana, AAB., Calif. 
2-Williams Fld., Ariz. 


l-Walter Reed G.H., D.C. 


26-Drew Fld., Fla. 
1-Albany, Ca.-21))6 MR, BU. 


19-McCain, Cp., Miss. 
23-Napier Fld., Ala. 


ENCEPHALITIS (1) COLORADO TICK FEVER (3) POLDMYELITIS ()) 
2-Maxwe 11 Fld., Ala. 
l-Liberal, AAF., Kans. 
l-La Garde, G.H., La. 


1-Brooke, G.H., Tex. 3-Hale, Cp., Colo. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY HEALTH REPORT 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING 9 JUNE 1944 | 
COMMENT ON ADMISSION RATES TO HOSPITAL AND TO QUARTERS 


For the week ending 9 June 1944 a special study 
as made to develop admission rates from disease and 
from. injury, separately for cases which involved hos- 
pitalization and for those which involved confinement 

to quarters only. Accordingly, the data have been 
tabulated so as to include with admissions to hospital 
all cases originally admitted to quarters and then 
transferred to hospital. This procedure gives a 
reasonably accurate picture of the aggregate admission 
rate to hospital and the net admission rate to quarters 
for cases confined to quarters only. 


For the continental United States as a whole the 

all causes admission rate of 550 per thousand strength 

as composed of rates of 507 per thousand for hospital 
admissions and 43 per thousand for quarters admissions 
(as defined above). Thus only 8 percent of the total 
admissions were cases involving confinement to quarters 
exclusively. The proportion was about the same for 
disease admissions since they comprise the great ma- 
jority of the admissions from all causes. However, for 
injury admissions the proportion which were quarters 
cases was about 10 percent. 


Previous studies along the same lines were made 
for the last weeks of Jamuary, February, and March. In 
these studies the quarters admissions represented 13, 
10, and 9 percent of the total admissions respectively. 
The corresponding figure of 8 percent for the week 
ending 9 June is lower chiefly because of the continued 
decrease in morbidity from respiratory diseases, which 
at many stations account for a sizeable proportion of 
the quarters cases, The proportion of total admissions 


RESTRICTED 


. larger units. 


involving confinement to quarters only varied from a 
low of 4 percent in the Sixth Service Command to a 
high of 12 percent in the Military District of 
Washington. Because of its unique composition pre- 
vious studies also showed a high proportion of 
quarters cases in the Military District of Washington. 


Stations with strength of less than 5000 had 
somewhat higher proportions of quarters cases. For 
the week ending 9 June 1944 about 14 percent of the 
total admissions in such units involved confinement to 
quarters exclusively in contrast with 6 percent for 
The reasons for the high proportion of 
quarters cases in small units is that such organiza- 
tions frequently have only dispensaries and neces] 
sarily treat in quarters many of their less seriously 
111 who, if they had been at a post with a station 
hospital, would have been treated in the hospital. 


The following stations all with strength of 5000 
or more had quarters admission rates from all causes — 
combined in excess of 300 per thousand: Mississippi 
Ordnance Plant, Misse, Ft. Oglethorpe, Ga., Wright 
Field, Ohio, Camp Joseph T. Robinson, Ark., and Camp 
Pinedale, Calif. : 


es 0 ie 
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